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science and it still continues to do so. Quite recently there has been
much interest taken by the cultivated public in the metaphysical aspects
of science, especially those of theoretical physics. Some of our publicists
have boldly claimed that the old ideas which served science so well in
the past must be abandoned for an ideal world where the kw of
causality fails, and the principle of uncertainty, so valuable in the proper
domain of atomic physics, is pushed to extremes. The great army in
its march into the unknown discusses with interest, and sometimes
amusement, these fine spun disputations of what is reality and what is
truth. But it still goes marching on, calling out to the metaphysicians
"there are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in your
philosophy*'.
He concluded:
Even in these times of financial depression there is every reason to
foster the development of Science and the Arts. "Man does not live
by bread alone" and we may be sure that the position of our Empire
in the world of to-morrow, if not of to-day, will be estimated not
so much by its material wealth as by its contribution to the world in
Arts and Science,
On 7 May 1932, the 46th Article on Scientific Worthies was con-
tributed to Nature, on Rutherford, by Maurice, Due de Broglie, a
French savant who had himself made contributions to modern physics.
The article was a summary of Rutherford's scientific work and it
contained an important statement:
Recent theoretical views suggest that a mechanistic view of Nature
cannot be pushed beyond a certain point, and that the fundamental
laws can only be expressed in abstract terms, defying all attempts at
an intelligible description. The philosophy of science has always swung
between these two points of view. The work of the great physicist
(Rutherford) to whom these lines are dedicated shows, however, to what
brilliant discoveries the method followed by Lord Rutherford can lead,
Marconi, Nobel Laureate for Physics (1909), was awarded the Kelvin
Gold Medal by the Institution of Civil Engineers, a medal which had
been previously awarded to Unwin, Elthu Thomson, Parsons and